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Lamanism that we remember ever to have met with; and
they confirm, on the authority of these Romish priests
themselves,   the    astonishing   resemblance   that   exists
between the external rites and institutions of Buddhism
and those of the Church of  Rome.   Besides celibacy,
fasting, and   prayers for the dead, there are enshrined
relics, holy water, incense, candles in broad day, rosaries
of beads counted in praying, worship of saints, processions,
and a monastic habit, resembling that of the mendicant
orders.   Although our worthy missionaries call the images
of Lamanism idols, and the Romish idols images, we do
not think the distinction is worth much, and therefore may
throw in this item with the rest; the more especially, as
on the summary principle of inveniam mam aut fatiam,
the commandment against idol worship has been thrust
bodily out of their decalogue by the Romanists, as may
be seen from any copy of the Missal.   It is remarkable
that these very missionaries had an image made for their
own adoration, from a European model, at a place on their
journey, where a huge image of Bud'ha had just been
cast, and sent off to Lhassa.   Thus the object of their
worship was a molten image, the work not only of men's,
but  Pagan   hands,   employed indifferently  for  either
Buddhism or Romanism.    It was at once curious, and
an intrinsic lesson to unprejudiced minds, to observe that
M. Hue, while he indulges in pleasantries, at the expense
of  the  Bud'hists, entirely forgets how applicable his
sarcasms are to  his own side of the  question.   After
describing an assembly in a college of Lamas, where the
explanations given by the priests or professors on certain
points of their religion, proved as vague and incompre-
hensible as the thing to be explained, he adds, ' On esfr,
du reste, convaincu que la sublimite d'une doctrine est en
raison directe de son obscurite et de son impen&rabiKte/
Let us only suppose M. Hue expounding to these Lamas